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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (currently amended) A computer system comprising^ 
a storage medium having stored therein a plurality of pro^amming instructions to 
implement a set of communication services on the computep^ystem for generating on behalf of 
an offeror client, an electronic token representing an ofMr to participate in a voice call with a 
destination party designated by the offeror client, saM offer to participate in said voice call not 
contingent on acceptance by an offerree at a prescribed time, the electronic token to be 
transmitted by the offeror client in association with an electronic mail message to an offeree, 
services for receiving on behalf ©pthe offeror client, through a data network link, a notification 
from the offeree denoting th^fferee's acceptance of the offeror client's offer, and services for 
causing a voice call to be established between the destination party designated by the offeror 
client and the offer^ in direct response to the offeree's acceptance of the offeror client's offer^ 
said voice call/peing initiated immediately upon acceptance ; and 

execution unit coupled to the storage medium for executing the plurality of 
programming instructions. 



2. (original) The computer system of claim 1, whereinythe offeree accepts the offeror client's 
offer by activating the electronic token displayed on th^offeree's computer system. 



3. (original) The computer system of claim 2, wherein activating the electronic token 



comprises selecting the electronic token with a user input device. 
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4. (original) The computer system of claim/2, wherein the electronic token comprises a 
graphical icon. 



5. (original) The computer system of claim 2, wherein the electronic token comprises an URL. 

6. (original) The computer system of/claim 1, wherein the voice call comprises at least one of a 
circuit switched call and a packet based call. 

7. (original) The computer systerfi of claim 1, wherein the services for causing the voice call to 
be established between the destination party designated by the offeror client and the offeree, 
comprise services for causing a first voice call to be established with the offeree, services for 
causing a second voice call to pe established with the destination party designated by the offeror 
client, and services for causing the first and second voice calls to be bridged to place the offeree 
and the destination party designated by offeror client in voice communication with each other. 

8. (original) The comt/uter system of claim 7, wherein the destination party designated by the 
offeror client is the offeror client. 

9. (original) The computer system of claim 7, wherein the first and second voice calls each 
comprise a circuit pitched call. 

10. (original) Tl|le computer system of claim 7, wherein the first voice call comprises a circuit 
switched call and the second voice call comprises a packet based call. 
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1 1 . (original) The computer system of claim 7, wherein the first voi(4 call comprises a packet 
based call and the second voice call comprises a circuit switched call. 



12. (original) The computer system of claim 7, wherein the first and second voice calls each 
comprise a packet based call. 



13. (previously amended) The computer systeni of claim 7, wherein the electronic token is 
generated on behalf of the offeror cUent based a/ least in part upon data provided to the computer 



system by the offeror client, the data associated with at least one of a PSTN extension 
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corresponding to the destination party designated by the offeror client and a PSTN extension 
corresponding to the offeree. 



14. (original) The computer system of claim 13, wherein the PSTN extension corresponding to 
the offeror client is obscured to prevent the offeree fi:om identifying the PSTN extension 
associated with the destination/party designated by the offeror client. 



15. (original) The computer system of claim 7, further comprising programming instructions to 
implement services for/eceiving payment information fi-om the offeror client in association with 
at least one of the first and second calls, and services for verifying the ability of the offeror client 
to pay an indicated^ount, prior to causing the first and second voice calls to be bridged. 
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16. (currently amended) A method coi||)rising: 

transmitting by an offeror party in association with an electronic mail message, an 
electtonic token representing an offer to participate in a voice call with a destination part y, said 
offer to participate in said voice call not /contingent on acceptance by an offeree at a prescribed 
time ; 

receiving by an offeree party/the electronic token representing the offer to participate in 
the voice call with the destination party; 

receiving on behalf of the^offeror client, through a data network link, a notification from 
the offeree denoting the offeree/s acceptance of the offeror client's offer; and 

causing a voice call to/be established between the destination party designated bv the 
offeror client and the offereo^in direct response to the offeree's acceptance of the offeror client's 
offer, said voice call being initiated immediately upon acceptance and- 

bridging th e voiogcall botwoon tho offor o o part>^ and tho doGtination party, based at l e ast 
in part upon th e offere e party accepting the offer to participat e in the voic e call . 

1 7. (original) The n^hod of claim 1 6, wherein the offeree party accepts the offer to participate 
in the voice call by^activating the electronic token representing the offer. 



18, (original) The method of claim 17, wherein activating the electronic token includes selecting 
the electronic token with a user input device. 
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19. (origmal)\ The method of claim 17, wherein the electronic token comprises a graphical icon. 

20. (original) Thfii method of claim 17, wherein the electronic token comprises an URL. 

21. (original) The method of claim 16, wherein the destination party is the offeror party. 

22. (original) The method orclaim 16, wherein the voice call comprises at least one of a circuit 
switched call and a packet basedVall. 

23. (original) The method of claim 22v wherein bridging the voice call further comprises: 

establishing a first PSTN call witmhe offeree; 
establishing a second PSTN call witMhe destination party; and 
bridging the first and the second PSTNValls. 

24. (previously amended) The method of clain\^, wherein bridging the voice call further 
comprises: 

establishing a first PSTN call with the offeree; 
establishing a second VoIP call with the destination\party; and 
bridging the first PSTN call and the second VoIP callX 



25. (previously amended) The method of claim 22, wherein bridging the voice call further 
comprises: 

establishing a first VoIP call with the offeree; 



Attome jacket No.: 176/23 

establishing a second PSTN call with the destination party; and 

bridging the first VoIP pall and the second PSTN call. 

\ 
\ 
\ 

26. (previously amended) Th^method of claim 22, wherein bridging the voice call further 
comprises: 

establishing a first VoIP call With the offeree; 
establishing a second VoIP cm with the destination party; and 
bridging the first and the seconu VoIP calls. 



27. (original) The method of claim 16, Wherein the electronic token is generated by a third party 
based at least in part upon data provided to the third party by the offeror party in association with 
a contractual relationship previously established between the third party and the offeror party. 

28. (original) The method of claim 27, wherein the data provided to the third party by the 
offeror party includes a first PSTN extension dprresponding to the offeree party and a second 
PSTN extension corresponding to the destination party. 

29. (original) The method of claim 28, wherein the second PSTN extension is obscured to 
prevent the offeree party fi-om identifying the secoAd PSTN extension. 

30. (original) The method of claim 27, wherein the ^ata provided to the third party includes 
billing informafion. 
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3 1 . (original) The method of claim 30, wherein the voice call is bridged only after payment 
verification is received by the-tlurd party from an independent party assuring that the offeror 
party will pay f^the cost of the call. 



32. (currently amended) A computer system comprising^' 

a storage medium having stored therein a plurality of programming instructions to 
implement a set of communication services on the^omputer system for receiving on behalf of an 
offeror client, through a data network link, a/fiotification from an offeree denoting the offeree's 
acceptance of the offeror client's offer t6 participate in a voice call with a designated destination 
party, the offer communicated to the offeree in association with an electronic mail message, and 
for causing the voice call to be^stablished between the designated destination party and the 
offeree in direct response t/rtie offeree's acceptance of the offeror client's offer, said voice call 
being initiated immedi^lv upon acceptance ; and 

an executioh unit coupled to the storage medium for executing the plurality of 
programming mstructions. 



The computer system of claim 32, wherein destination party is designated by the 




34. (original) The computer system of claim 32, wher^n the offeree party accepts the offer to 
participate in the voice call by activating the electcdnic token representing the offer. 
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35. (original) The computer system of claim 32fwherein the services for causing the voice call 
to be established between the designatedaestination party and the offeree, comprise services for 
causing a first voice call to^^^ablished with the offeree, for causing a second voice call to be 
established with tjie^signated destination party, and for causing the first and second voice calls 
to be bridg^ to place the offeree and the designated destination party in voice communication 
with ^ch other. 

36. (currently amended) A computer system comprising: 

a storage medium having stored therein a^plurmity of programming instructions to 
implement a set of communication services on^the computer system for generating on behalf of 
an offeror client, an electronic token repre^nting an offer to participate in a voice call with a 
designated destination party, the elec^onic token to be transmitted to an offeree in association 
with an electronic mail message and services for causing a voice call to be established between 
the destination party desig?iated by the offeror client and the offeree in response to the offeree's 
acceptance of the offeror" client's offe r, said voice call being initiated immediately upon 
acceptance ; and/ 

an execution unit coupled to the storage medium for executing the plurality of 




pro^^^ammmg mstructions. 
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